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March 16, 1900 576 

Concerning the reservation for a marine hospital at Honolulu. 

Washington, D. C, March 7, 1900. 

Sir : Referring to your letter of the 26th ultimo, relative to the reser- 
vation of lands for the United States Marine Hospital upon the island 
of Oahu, Hawaiian Islands, lying to the eastward of Puowaina, or the 
Punch Bowl Hill, established by Executive order dated January 5, 
1900, 1 beg to state that the United States Marine- Hospital Service will 
be entitled to use, for the purpose for which such reservation was estab- 
lished, all the lands embraced therein, notwithstanding the action of 
the Hawaiian Government executive on or about June 1, 1899, setting 
apart a portion thereof for the use of the Ladies' Hospital Flower 
Society of Honolulu. See opinions of the Attorney-General respecting 
the disposition of public lands in Hawaii, dated September 9, 1899, and 
November 21, 1899, respectively. 

E. A. Hitchcock, 

Secretary. 

Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

PLAGUE PROPHYLACTIC AND TREATMENT. 

[American Journal of Medical Sciences. March, 1900.] 

The use of the Saffkine prophylactic. 

Mr. James Cantlie states that Haffkine's vaccine has been carefully 
tested, and tens of thousands of persons have been inoculated with it. 
The dose for prophylactic purposes is from one- half to three-quarters of 
a drachm. The symptoms which result from the inoculation are head- 
ache, nausea, lassitude, fever amounting to about 101° P., and swelling 
and pain in the inoculated part. AH these effects pass off in a couple of 
days. By this injection the case mortality has been reduced one-half 
and a really valuable agency has been added to our armamentarium. 
The length of time the inoculation renders a person immune has not 
yet been ascertained, but this is known, that the inoculated individual 
is practically safe while the epidemic is raging, viz, from four to seven 
months. Segregation, isolation, and disinfection are the means adopted 
when this disease breaks out in a community. In medicinal treatment 
symptoms must be the guide. 

Medicinal treatment. 

Initial constipation with slight icterus calls for five grains of calomel, 
but in the intestinal type of the disease free purgation is not devoid of 
danger. The buboes may be poulticed, chiefly with the idea of reliev- 
ing pain. The substance of the gland may be injected with a minim or 
two of carbolic acid, solutions of mercuric chloride, or potassium iodide 
or surgical methods adopted. None of these modes of treatment has 
yielded such measure of success as to recommend themselves highly. 
To combat the tendency to heart failure, the usual drugs are indicated : 
Digitalis, strophanthus, musk, camphor, ammonium carbonate and alco- 



